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i. At the time of “the German  vetreat in 1944 large 


> . 


ers” of, ihhebitants left Seca Latvia, Estofite ana psa rag ne 
x 3. “i 
| Lithuenia. The great majority, “eatimated, to voted | ae: eos 





400,000,° went to ‘Germany and Gernan-beld’ Poland, “ smaller 
number (‘some 30 080) found refuge in ‘Sweden. _ * Peas ei 


baie 


2. Among the ‘pefagees in Geimany and German-held #4 
Poland were a number of last-minute deportée’, fugitives, ee é 


"from ‘the battle-zone, and Bel freramated - refugees. ‘Thee 


* 


latter fled because of thaty: collaberation with ‘the Gorman 
authori ties and their féar of the Soviet tecime. 4 ea 


Se An estimatod 200, 000-300, 000 departed with the F 
retreating Germans in 1943 fro’ the northern Caucasus, ° ‘the | 6s 


eastern Ukraine, and the northwestern Suse of the Soviet 


ra 


Union. Thisegroup included Aggprtees > tae refugees, and 
self+ovacuees’s The bulk *§ those refugees were installed 
in the neighboring’ Balkens, , especially in I n 






and Slovakia, Others reached the Baltic co 


s 


while a relatively small number reachod: Gp 
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“Refugee movements: Vaasatitanet with: thd. retroat oft tho wre 


oO Ge 
. Gorman Army since 1943 have seisiis observed on “all fronts. peek 
3 _Thoy have been of. various kinda; “some, zee wore deposited ee : 


“by the Gormans ’ others’ fled pre vattle-fteld areas, and. a ; 

- atili. others Whe had. collaborated with Germany sought me ee 

on protection? thére. Only on Re qasterh Seer, and: in thé | Se Z s 
Balkans , howowory were the nimbors ‘ hnivolved in sue diss es 


pisbabannl significantly Laxige, se Fie 


. 
] or & . 
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The present report. ‘therefore is concerned with ube (i 


‘displacements only, and ‘moo partichterly wath two" elasses” ae 
of refugees: “those iyi ay Baltic powitrts, ahd tones A ao 





pounte tea was abundant an& faipty reliable; inuc ‘Tops., 5 ee 
intoLligenea was available on th ements from se pre-1939, » Pe mike 
Soviet ‘togee toxy. For tine ‘Vattor area, tito given, Sabaaaves = ns 
are therefore of a more spogulative “charactor: ‘te ye fn tat =e os 
_ ls 12. REFUGEES’ FRO THE BALTIG ss oat Hus mh 
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but the majority. flea toward Germany. ae eee 





spective countrioss, A Foie of these refugees reached Swoden, “§ 


s 
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The le tter group wags by no means: homogencouss it wy: Ai er 
airrichrt to ‘dete o how many of these ‘retugans. wore ae 
compulsorily evaeuated by! the Gormans, show many fled: ‘from 47 
‘the battlo ae how ; 
ganda * arid flea on account of foar of the Russians, and how -- 

v pony wore outright c Laborationists and piofitoors who fled 





Ly wore ifflucncod vy German wropas 


—— foar. of pors el retribution. ae eee be 


*\ ! 


eka ag Gorman scor sehcd-carth policy ‘ta’ the Baltic States 
which involved ‘compuitsory removal of all ‘inhabitants in arcas 


rte throatenoa ne tho pe advenso, datos back as far as tho 


: 


% fal of toast It appears, however, that at that timo straight 


| 
compulsery ovactstion’ was limited to some coastal areas and — 


A to the, astern part of the" country impoerillod by thé Sovict 


m | 


“ 


sveroated, were the front. '"whon-tho onomy, aftor suffering 


advane oy Thoso areas had boen olLeared of their inhabitants | pea 


fas erly as tho fall’and’ winter of 1943=44,% but at eet ar 


"28 


€ inig’ aul ovacucos: Had romainod in tho Baltic States.” tu: the 
- suiner , of 1044, howevoy, during the final rotz pout of bake 4 
Gormah fom 8 the Gormans actively oncouraged tho ovennahials 


T . Tho nova or ‘Zoitung wrote at that time that’ it tould bo 
‘to the Gayman advantage if a doop defensive bolt wore to bo 


enormous ‘lossgs, camo to, this protootive belt, He would find 
‘only land laid -waste,* whore all lifo hed boon cxtinguishod - 
‘and ovory towh and village razcd to the ground", (Roportod 
, By Ncwc Zurchor Zoit 22 November 1943.) 

a oh Svenska Dambadst, 4 4 Fobrunry 1944, 
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* $ , 
u- Py 
? a) 2 § 


oh ia Jase oniceaaeted BOOS ' CONFIDENTIAL 


5s ® % ; a - . ; ’ - - ] 
' S .e . “ . 


i ‘ot tho poputation tewarda Gormany } Indo, siamo casos of 3 hah 


forced evacuation woro roportod, 08 illy pee Monod ond : 


_ from othor parts of Lithuenia,! whore a . Lage. number of 
‘ poople Wore shiftod to East: Prussia.” A. similar course was . 
followed in Latvia. According to Mr. V. Selnais, formr + +S 


°. 


Latvian Ministor to Swodon now living in Swodon, "before tho 
Gormans evacuatod Riga any. arranged rogue moh-huntis in 


Chic catedete. «they aro Xana Latvian mon and women ond Siole®: 


” 


familics” to Gormany on tho boats which are returning aftor 
having unloaded at Ventspils or Ligpajg supplics and ites 
tion for the Gorman troops. Poople are also compolled te ‘ 
travol si. hoephtan ships ag far as space permits,"5 
A socond catogory of displaccd consisted of Balts who 
had ‘flod from ¢tho battlo-zone whore bitter fighting was raging.’ 
Hany had at first boon movod about conly locally within tho 


< Quoted in a memorandun Why Did Lithuanians, Latvians, and 
onians Flee to Germany, su y pr. Ienas J. se he Us, 
@ Lithuanian, an r now residing in Sweden to the ‘Amcrican: 
Legation in Stoekhélin, 11 December 1944. "During their final 
retreat from Western and Southern Lithuania in September and 
October 1944,+the Germans seem to a certain extent to have 
also used compulsion to make the population:go to Germany." 
‘2. The Finnish newspaper Husvudstadsbladet of 17 October 
1944 reported that, according To German sources, wnen the — 
Germans evacuated the Baltic area they took thé entire popu- 
lation with them because they did not wish to leave the , 
Estonians and Latvians ir Russian hands, a statement which 
appears grossly exaggerated.in the light of later evideneg. 


Svenska Dagbladet, 27 i:ay 1945. ~ a 
3. cuotec in tho. above mentioned Scheynius memorandum, pikgebeath Ee 
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‘country, ‘but once they had been uprooted il ‘pontinued to” 
move on “ a frequent shesieubok in wartime, ateplaccnontse, 
“These poople eventually were rae into. ‘Gcbmasiy esc ‘the: 


’ we aa 
. : :: 


-moin wave of rofugeos. os 
Another category consisted of peuople ee wore ‘neeeis 


enxious to escape harsh living condisticns in the Britte i 
and sought security, food,,, and shelter abroad: While thos: 


considoy’ations hardly account for a.flight to wate i tho 
are of importance with respoctiste ‘Sweden. 


In addition to those” who. wore compulgorily, evacuated | 
4s . 












or had escaped the terror of wariWa Seat tars of Balts who 
3 + ‘ . 

wero political collaboraters and quislings :fled bocauso 
they haa reasdng ta'fcar retaliation from the returnl 


Soviots. As_varly as ‘March 1944, Latvian gnd Estoni 


numbor sought rofuge in Gormany.. 


TY. tho Swodish Communist nowspaper Ny Dag (17 1944), 
generally outspoken in its criticism of s. ; 
refugees from tho Baltic States, stated, howdvuer, that "sone 
of these rofugees are harmlcss, people who havg/tdékon 
opportunity to oscape the war and cat full me#1s in wodon. 
Such'cloments can be sont home when Echoaens 
ora arrives," 

2. Christiar: Scioncc Monitor, 10 March 1944 % 
3. Wonds wero givon in Trots Allt, 29 Sceptomber 1 > 


Aftontidningon, 28 September or 1945" A Aftonbladet, 25. MA Seah 
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“Another tmportanBoatogofy “* displaced persons was *° *y: 


* formed by what: reangpe t tormed "administrative and economic sh 


Pits ae Mr «’ nenee I. Sehbyniud duoted a a 4 














ey cspBctally’ communal organs of the ‘county Ware’ cltowod ee 
t turigtiofito: © ange extendy" Sinco autorigmy of a vont MP gen 
aoe ieee to inertia rine sta tho se " : 





po . onde te fond cnget aah “eho Bovadia. “Bven more pony i 
wofo caste ° colieborat ion a tolgphe economic 

gos introduecd wf the ean Gormaa administration 
' t3 thoir private owkors. agvioul turdl, industriul,~* : : 
*conmorein’ striata? which theo Bovigt administration 
cameras 4s Tho Soviot authorities haa voduccd — 
L gor land holdings and distributed them @mong poasants, 
ording ‘to: a the Soyict Govergmont distributed ; 
,000 nanhenes of lend to poasants in 1940, ~The Germans — foe. 
k: nig A this lend, compelling the ‘peasants to pay not ey 
y old agrarian débts, but also foans which were mado ay.” é 


th@ Sovict Govornmont «2 Spee ese bonoflosantos of those fe. 
Go an "post itutions" wore Baltic ponsdnts whom tho Gormans 
sidered "grustworghy" or’ who had rindixise meritorious 
; de 1c Marinc Larchande ot do 11S o' Franenis 
Ze Izgostya, 26 Novomber 1944. ped ; 9 
ie : _ ° CONFIDENTIAL ° = “4 


dervicoe! “ ae he i amide Gees Phy WS care 4 

+ Tt wad reported. that: by u ‘Witivee 1943, 35,658 ontoe= | 
prisos had ‘eon pestered to, theta?  Penovs in Untvin, “epa that 
“by Novomber of the” ‘seme yoary thoir. number had roachga 50,0004 


In Estonia, 10, 72% ontonyahece. haad*boon roturned ‘by’ October 


* o¢ 


» 1943 4nd in Lithuaniq, some 10,000 by: Novonbor.? Poe yen 


Aftor the, Soviet reconquest of: pe i the: Supra 


bau’ Re 
Soviot of the Lithuenian SSR ae ee to [Ss asants, ' me 
400,000. hectares of land, handed ‘Sven by nage, to 


land owners and German coleniste.#8 Naturally all toe ‘who 


had thus profited nib Gorman coupe ttonipore akxilee to 


escape tho returning Sovicts Furthermoro, the fant ios of 
men who -had. voluntarily y joiroa Gorman mili itary formations, 
whoso number wae reported to bo 60,000,4 for all throo ee 
Baltic countrics, flod to Germany. . in addition ‘to oll thoso : 


péople who had a real and immodiate notive for flight, oO 


Torge” “numbor of ae foarcd Sovieot retaliation bocauso, 


‘I, Tho fo Tlowing excerpt ghows,, affording’ to the Gérman 


source, the way in which this "rostoration of. private ownor- 
ay " was carried out in Es in: "Property will be rostored 
he following: firstly, »36 tho Estonfan. frent f ters. or 
théte hoirs which also includes. the-sorvico at:the ont of . 
their scons; sccondl to the heirs of small-holdors * 


" (Gosindobositzer) who, owing to their anti-Bolghevik viows, 


wore cithor murdorod.or dceportod, After.than prefcronce will” 


‘« ke givon to the Krois (district) or parish eldorsy as woll as 


all village lpadérs of farmors who havo potn in office for. 
five months. “Lastly, the ovmors .of ontcrpriscs, who*have ~~ 
distinguishod thonspivos by the exccution. of special moasures 


‘of war ocebnomy.” (Rovalor sett 19 Soptomber 1943.) 


@. Jourmal de la Marinc Marchando ot dc 1'impire Francais, ‘ 
Noe 1272, Tes May 1944, - 


‘Be Moscow News, 9 Scptcmbor 1944 
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without boing saecta col eborators » thoy nadie observed an 


“tnaitferent attitude throughout the wars) feinel; ‘many os 
Soro affoeted by a kind’ of. fiiguefpershenis. They | led 
: because overyone on8es Gidy Spliquing: tha ‘qeriaininspared. : 
. : atrocity storios of fuga ian’ Petrie tae in eon orcas. 
Be, Rofugec rt to Go sy 
Tho overwhelming me'jority of all xg eee from the ' 

Balti Statos went to Gormany, ‘joining s 200, 000 “workers : " ‘% 
fron tho Baltic ae who had been gent there rye 


-* 


a, the proceding yooray eg) woul "as approximately 60 ,000 
* pakts in tho German Army .® . : > ge 


4K , . 
1, Distinction botwoon Voluntary ond Eoreod Refugoo Se 


August Roi, former Estoriian tinistor in MoScow, now a rofugoo 
in Sweden, as ‘wasted in the Schoynius momorandum, volioved 
that. out of the 100, ood*stonians in Gotmanyby tho- ond’ of. 
1944, 60,000 Bad gono ‘voluntarily, while the: romaindorhad 


been evacuated compulsorily. Thes £0,000 ‘compu s atty evacuées, 
included ‘all ‘ablo-bodicd mon and women who yore .- ap 


© 


IT. tr. son ius,:in the previous] Quoted is tho 
Amorican Loggeion‘in St the! prow fndieae od his oR 
importance this factor: Pico roason (for. hn Be oo : 
flight) was the, frequon (pressed Russion threat of 
shment for those po@ Ay o had not obeyed Stalin's woll- 

own order in- 1941 to t éivilian, population to follow thes 
retreating Red Army.eeein gonoral the.Baltic pooplos had Je 
observed a noutral attitudo, and the Russian-Gorman war was 
rogardod as-a settloment of accounts botweon the two hatod 
dictatorial powers," ' mf ' 
2. OSS ostimate. » a, Be aa 


Aor work in Gormarly. 
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\, V., Salnais forher Latvian Minister, to Suna ‘at’ 


a Natalee 


a 


‘iashih residing in Stéckholm, was ‘not ab1l¢ to’ stato the al 
proportion’ of Latvians who - ‘flod voluntarily and those who . 
were forcibly evacuated. Ho made it clear that excopt for . ; oo 


last-minute deportations, all recent rofugees Had come of 
thoir free will, and tho samo can be infor¥od from Schoynius! 


. 


declarations concerning thé movement from Lithuania. ei 


Lad 
, ’ 


2. Gorman Rofugoo Policy. Tho Gorman attitudo may havo . 
beon subjodt to tomporary vabiations, buh on the wholé, ‘thd. 


Germans soom to vory’ dof initely havo st ae flight to: 

the Roidh, It scoms thot at ono timo, the Geknens intonded ii 
to ‘koop tho “streas ot Lithuanian refugees out of their, 4 
countrye Howovor, because of tho presence among tho ina die 
rofuige'os accumulated noar tho closod frontiors,of numerous 
‘young and healthy. powtite who eoune be omployod in tho. Gorman 
labor’ force, in August 1944 tho Cersaie docidod to opon thoir 
bordors. ry bes , , 


' 


In Estonia, the newspapor Vaioviene : -poported that by 
the ond of August; tho Germans, hed launched an intensive 
pappaganda its ita sa acing tho evacuation of Estonians to 

Gormany . Questionnaires had boon distributed throughout 
Estonia, asking for particulars on prospoctivo ete ep: * 


an ‘\llowance of 500 fat travel lite en oe person had 


boon promised; ‘and ovory criigrant was pormfttod to take as 
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many personal belongings as ne“ cound see According to " sf 
the Archbishop of .Estonia,* now a refugee in silodon, ‘Large 
comfortable ships sailed frori: fallin for Germany, ‘ond 
many Estonians those that” routo t In Latvia, partioularly : 
in Riga, the Gormans openly encouraged the ‘population to oe 
loavoe for tho Roich. At first prospective evacuees neodod ne 
a spocial parmit, and on 3 Qcbobor, tho first 5,000 holdors 
cf such permits woro invited to prosont themselves at the 
“Bank of Latvia, where stoauor tickets: wero to be distributed, 
rTwo days Later, this procedure was abandoned, and the # 
“Latvian Home Sorvice informed tho Riga population thet "pore 
sons wishing to go to Gormany can obtain stoamor tickots 
. without any formalitics"; thoy wore furthor cnsired that 
‘ "there aro sufficicnt usceiinsbiicois for overyono." At tho 
some time, tho Gormans were anxious.to evoid tho oscapo of 
Baltic notionals elscwhore than to Germany .? Pilots of * 
German aircraft machine-gunncd rofugoo boats going to suodén.3 
j It nay scom sdmowhat surprising that tho Gormans 
evoritually consented to admit all those refugees at a timo 
hon they were beset with thoir own ovactees from bombed ond 
~imperilled aroas. ‘Jhon they docidod ieaé sd, it a with 
the, dual aim of scorching ‘tho oarth and procurin$ additional 
Se oepioeupe pppoe, tS eae 


ys ga comprpmrrtat—~ 


3. The Balts Selection of Germany as a count Lei of Rofug, yl 
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manpower for the Gorman war occ Bik, Ge vey oe J 


Even more astonishing appears, tho fact. het “the Baltio 


‘Fefugoos went ito ‘Gormany mowing about provailing: bondi tiong - 


there. . ono answor is ‘googrephsteal, -~ ‘there was no ‘other ia? dings 


, % 
acéearithe phecd;: Swoden was a possible refuge fer tho fow 


people who. had aceoss to the cont Insfonad of, cdmmany, 


make Estonians had planned to ‘ion "to Fintana, whexe propara= 


tions had keoh mado for an oxpected influx of ‘So, poo rofugecs 
The conclusion, Sf ‘bho Sovict-Finnish anal atteo pat an ond ty 
this fiux,. Fanvaaimene t ‘aboording to Mrs, Sheynius, ‘ala 
those who feared’ tho returning Soviets cons$dere3 tho Gormans 
to be the Lesser ones ‘Thoy réit tho Gormans ‘to bo nore 


incfficiont ‘en oastly corrluptods:. "At times"it was possible. 
‘to bribo the Gormans ; this ‘coda never be dono: with Bol shoviks ." 


Ho wont so far as to sayy "Pooplo whd- fol t. thet thoy had done’ 
somothirig that did not agree with hisdoars: ideas had to loavo 
the countn$, oven Lf" thoy had no, ether way out ‘then to co to 


Beneeat; a hostile country saturated with Netional Socsalisn 


° ond exposod to’ Gonstant air raids. This country” was in qny 


caso not Siberia; iti is situated in the <cnter. of ‘Basope ond * 
a hope of rogcuo ‘cout always be entertained; these wore the 


IT. fsi-tlstuna Kuriren, 14 Soptombor 1944; 


26 Scptoxwtor [942° 
5 


2. Ir. Rei as quoted in tho Scheynius memorandum; "Tho 
actual fact is’ that peoplo in a panic soizca tho ‘opportunity 
of fibcing which a at hand even if Swodon was con- 
sidered by ovorybody be tho best country of refuge," 
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thoughts of thes¢. Baltic pcoplo who delloved thdisel.ves to 


ox, 


be compelled to Loave thoir homes." 
4. Numbers.and Location of Re ¥ 

Ge rman shold Poland. ‘Estimates on tho hunbor’ of porsons who ; ’ e : 

fled to Gorinany vary greatly. Thoro” ean be little doubt : 

that tho movemont was in tho. nature of o mass oxedus. In. . 

"August 1944, the Gauloiter of Zastt Prussia, Koch, avaved bar ET. a 

that forsign rofugeo’ were nfevttre—bowards “tho East prifion con ‘ 

frontior in columns almost 30 lan. Long, "with their panjo — 

teams, bods, childron, and cattle," The uae of fugitives 

on the Lithuanian-German frontior wore 890 large, acpording, 

to the Baltiska Nyoter of 26 August 1944, that drinking Xe 

water was Sseerco. In Taurago, ‘for instaneo, “2 marks wore vs 

paid for a glass of wator, whilo in Virbalis rofugoos woro — f 

charged abot 5 marks por litor. Gorman sources spoke of the 


oxpoctogaginflux of one million Baltic rofugées.} Thoy stated . 


that tho éntire Baltic popuf ction nad loft with the’ Gareiets . 
Araies. "Transportation focilitics have been prepared and ° 
peoplo ore “pola to take along a’ meximum of property." “Somo - 
250,000 rofugecs had allegedly been assombled at a ee RE 
canip Pruszkow, 18 icin from Varsaw.® ATL this ‘is certainly 
eroqatly cxaggerated, Estonian, Litinight ans and Latvian * 
sourcos Gave moro detailed figures. Dr, Mac, first Provisional 
Director of Estonia under Geriaan occupation, md hinsolf a 


I. Transocean, 30 Novombor 40424; Poster Lloyd, 5 Docombor 1944, 
2. Wutvidstadsbladet, 17 Octobor ° x 
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refugee. iin Germany, spoke, of 100,000 Estonian sfugoos i ; 

. The samo Pt gue” was givon by August Rei, fo r Estonian 
Minister in Moscow. Mr. Sainais, former Lasviaa Minister =} 
to Swodon, wos’ quoted as saying, that. at least 3560, 000 ; 
Latvians had zono to Germany, and moro wero ‘axpenters The 
numbor of Ly thuanians had bgon variously sepovted betwoen ; le 
250,000 and 500,000.2. 4 mombor of the Finnish Gonoral 

Staff, quoted in tho Scheynius memorandum, declared that in 
Novonbor 1944, 500,000 Lithuenians, 200,000 Latvians, and 
60,000 Estonions wore in Germany. His figuros included ~ 
workers who had gone to Germany in an oarlicr poriod. The 
figure of 200 , 000 Latvians ‘was also quoted by ‘another sourco.3 
All those ‘figurcs partly include workers who had been 
recruitod oarlicr, If an estimato-is basod on tho Lowest 
quoted figures for the individual Baltic eountrics, ona 
allowance is made for possiblo _triclusion of formorly rocruited 
workors ariong rofugcos, .an estimatod to tal of some 400,000 
I.” Transoccan, 5 O¢tobor 194, 

2. T total of 300,000 was reportca ey a Scena. cis source 


(OSS Stocnholm, 22 Fobruary 1945). 
5. Latvju Zinas, 14 Fobruar'y 19 bis 
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recent ovacuces from the Baltic States is revealed.) : 
‘That the influx of Balts must have beon considerable is 
also rovealed by numerous roports on. the ‘organization, housing, 
and. omployment of ‘Baltic rofugees in Germany and incorporated 
Poland. ‘Tho Gormans ininedi ately combed out all potontial | ‘ 
workors, including children aereeee 10 and 14 years of ago, 
and applied to them the compulsory work-draft rogulations.% 
Rofugecs were compelled to rogistor with a spocial - office 
sot up in Borlin, whilo at Potsdam, 2 "froccom committoo" 
was founded.® An Estonian nowspapor was fofinded in Borliné 
and an itom from tho Hertiioland qubplattie that “numbors of *» 
Latvians ond Estonians, who have collabegatcd loyally and to 
good vendors with the Gorman authoritics' cnd found sanctuary 
in the ‘Jartheland...often use thoir on language in -publie 
places, thus opotuieis. shetduntia with persons who mistake ° 
thom for Poles, whilo...they should bo troatod as cquals of 


tho Gcrmans,"5 m 
I. Following is o rough broalcdown of this figure into ial 
component nationalitics: 
’ “Latvians * 120,000 
Estonians 80,000 
Lithuanians 200,000 


Cf. R&A R.port No. 2522.5. santeinine substantially idontical 
cstimatos. 


Le SS 16 Decomber 1944, 

Se eo Scptember 1944 and 21 Fobrua@ry 1945, 

4, Valis Eosti, 17 December 1924. 

5. UOstdo utschor Beobachtor, 9 Docombew 1944, 
ee a eee pe eee 
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However, no data aro. 5 availebie dn the porcontage of 
evacuces who actually poached Germany wost of the | Oder, and 
those who word trapped in the Warthegau and eeeeeseeny in 
“Bast Prussia, sincs. a grent many had been tomporarily eucrtenia 
in those two areas, Thoir total ro-cvacuation from - ‘hose ; 
dreas to the interior of Germany is improbable in view of 
the collapse of tho wholo German ovacuation schome in tho 
Rast é Purthermorc, inforsintden on tho goographical distribu- 
tion of those atic within Gormany is lacking, but most ' 
ineidontal data (on political Cr a seheois; otce) 
point to a concentration in tho Borin arca and tho Bastorn ° 
parts of the Roich. 

C. Refugoo Novemont to Swoden ° 
Since tha beginning of 194, 2, thin stream of  gtanmaiaae : 
from tho Baltic States had roachod neighbering Swodon and 
Pinland,. nGodratan te a roport on Balt4c rofugoos in Swodon, ~ 
_ transmitted by the imorican Legation in Stockholm and ‘dated is 
2 Juno 1944,1 there wore in Swoden by tho ond of May 1944 
1,500 Estonian and Latvian, and 50,Lithuanian rofugeés. Those 
carly oxpatriates wore chicfly rofugecs from German porsecution, 

‘Thore can be littic doubt that all tho Later Bal tic Sa | 

. rofugocs, who fled before the Russian eeoenmiedt of tho Baltic 


eee with the cxception of fanatical’ Nazis, would havo” 
Pp 


a ‘ bd : 
eferred to scok rcfugo. in Sweden rathor than Germany, r 
TI. Gip OVL 52 - ™ . os : . ‘ 
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since Sweden was apse: ‘ nial no serioug food shgrtage or 
housing problem, and was anxious to be bplpful and: hospitable. 
Only a small part of tho now refugees Poathod” Swodon, trans- 
‘portation difficultiés being tho great obstaclo, since only. 

* small groups by boat could roach Swoden. 2 eg . 

ja tigethor, a total of 29;849 Baltic refugees wore 

reported to be. in ernest by* tho, fiddle of Fobruary 1945, 
according to ihe, dwodinn. Alion Commntaslonk? ‘in addition to 
some 6,500 Estonians of Swodish desgont who- had entored 

Swedon for pormanont ‘resotticnont in 1943-1944, vwedor tho 
Gorman occupation df Estonia.” bine ma jority of those rofugeos 
‘camo from Estonian coaStel areas where it was easy for a | 
ihren ¥e dice XS Swedon. " By October 1944, 17,000 oe 
Estonians had reaéhed Swcden,® and by new they probably con- 
stitute woll over two-thirds ‘of the Baltic rofugoos thoero. | 
The remainder wore" chiofly inbvanais Lithuanfons numbered, 


‘ | 


only a few hundrod. in 1944.4 


gwoden oxtondod generous hospitality to those refugees, 
providing tcmporary housing. in annga. food, ant, also clothing 
whenever nocossarye Bnployncrit opportwit@ies could be provided 
without difficulty in viow of the favorablc oconomic conditions | 
’ an Sweden And the eaeindehona’ structure of tho immigrants, 
most.-of whom bolonged to tho working classes. 
TI. Worgontidnin sie mk idem dale 1945. 
2. Dagens Nyhotor, 12 November 19.4. 
5. Tatts bosti, ©9 Octobcor 1944. 


de Svonsisa Dagbladet Dagbladet, 10 Octobor 1924, 


CONF IDENTI 
a ; 


+, | <i6- CONPIDENTIAL 
“Pishormon, isin $ farmers, end workers of all trades 
constituted the bukk o fistonian refugoos with farmors and 
workers anes * Many wore skillod workers; the 
- - textile industrios ,abborbed quite a ten, including numerous 
women.” i large Swodish industrial concern planned the open- 
“ing of an’ "artificial horn" factory to bo staffed with 
Estonian rofugeos, spocialists in tho manufacturing of this 
- product. S A number of professional peopts were also to bo 
' found among the Estonian rofugoes,* somo 400 Estonian 
teachors were available for 2,500 ovacuated Estonian school- 
childron. 5 Among 2 total of 100 refugee pastors, 30 fled to 
Swedon.6 Some 75 Estonian authors, artists, and musicians 
constituted a theatrical company and plannod to tour di 
" country,” while aisle hundred Estonian doctors sought pormission 
to practico amogs the refugecs. Already by the middlo of 
Novomber 1944, over threo-fourths, of all Estonian refugees had 


found omployment, mostly in woodcutting, agriculture, ond tho 


. 






merchant marino,® 


5 ae ee Vonska Dagpladct, 10 October 194L, 
2e soseada onin papor published n ecaaanaducas 9 ‘December 
a Leer et 
e Valis posta 6 November 1944 


4. Swvonsk ladet, 10 Octobor; Vdlis Eesti, 29 Octobor 1944 
— and 25 Novanber 1942 s earaa nae 


Se cata ja, 

G. oa a, 18. Novombor 1944, 

Lie sosti, 10 December I9-:4. 
8 Da Sagiea Son, 16 Novomber 1944. 
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Refugoos from Latvia havo also largely been absorbod 


. 
’ 


in Swodish agriculture and various trades. The majority of ; 
Lithuanians who reached Sweden are roported to be businessmen 
or officials.) R 

On the whole ; atidivoaioa sateen were able to find - 
suitable jobs. In ‘view oe the existing labor shortage, 
paubieukents in agriculture, public opinion aid not .ob ject 
to the employmont of forcigners. By January 1945, Estonion-— 
refugee workers wero no longer réquired to have special labor 
permits,” and the Trade Unions socured prevailing wages for 
refugee workers ,° By Fobruary of this ycar, only 11,950 ; 
Balts or some <0 porcent of tho rofugees romained in recep= 
tion camps, all othors heaving found sat ik iar mainly in 
agriculture, forestry , fishing, “and toxtile manufae tur ings’ 
. Thus the ttomporary integration of Baltic rofugoes into 


Sweden's oconomic life had been satisfactorily carried out, 


III. REFUGEE MOVEMENTS FROM THE PRE-1939 USSR TERRITORY B 
A. Introduction 


The presont section discusses rofugees from tho’ 


. 


northorn Caucasus, the castern Ukraine, and tho northwestern 


s ~Stockhncims Tidningon, 26 fagust 192% 
‘Vals Scatis 7 yoruaey 1968~ 

3. OG Torts fc, 16 Decomber 1944, 

“se Hergon idningen, 1: Fobruary 19-5. 
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districts of the Soviet Union’! 
Data on the exodus from pre-1939 Soviet territory aro 
scattered. as well as largely unroliablco. Emanating almost 


- exclusively from Gorman and Germaneinspired sources, tho. 


information must be handled with oxtremo caution. Purthor- 
more,.unliko ‘the case of tho rofugeo movement from tho 
Baltic States, no mass of incidental hea pointing to the 
aetual prosonce of a sizeable influx of rofugees with its 
rolatod aspects (political organization, housing, newspapors, 


schools, cte.) is found. Following up the hypothesis of a mass 


, Rebs. 
infiux, this absonce of incidontal indications might possibly | 


be attributable to the fact that refugees from the pro-1939 
Sovict territory -- Cossack mountainceors, Ukrainians, or 


Russians: -- wore scattered ovor a widor area (only a minority 


- 


roached Germany); and, also, that thoy wore loss articulate 
and less literate than tho Balts. It scoms more likely, how- 
evor, that the dotual volumo: of the movemont was loss. Tho» 
haphazard reports on millions, or ovon "several bundsed thou- 
sand" people who joined the retreating Germans in 1943 to 


escape "bolshovist torror", have not been substantiated by, 


any rclinble reports. . 


a . 
I. Yo data on © similar refugee movemont from the Sovict- 
incorporated Polish oastern provinces are available, although 
there probably was a flight from this rogion as woll,: An 
indication to this: cffect is found in a recent US Army directive 
dealing with displaced porsons uncovered in Gormany whose homos 


aro in tho Baltic Statcs cnd in Russian-annexed Poland. (0SS 
London, 17 May 19-25). ; 
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There is littld doubt that at thd time of the Geraan 













-refroat, a certain voluntary movement from tho Ukreino’ gna 
Cagcasus occurred, This development is. in line with carlior 


anfi-Sovict manifestations in tho Goman-gecupiod, parts of 


. 
é : 
a 


thf Sovict Union. and among Russian war prisoners, ‘and depertecs | 
Germany. Theso Gormen=sponsored and, in part, osaeiad 
mofifostations culminated in tho induction of numerous Sovict ~ 
ej izons into various branches of the Gornian Lighrmacht, Tho ns 
at majority of those who fought with the Gormans had been 
infucted by compulsion, ,but same joinod’on a voluntary basis.1° 

Notivation for the voluntary flight from the Sovict 
on was in large pert, a in tho caso of the Baltic Statos, 
flight from tho battle-zone, and fqar’ because of actiye sit 
sive collaboration in, ‘tho widost sonso ef the torm. | 

_To a much lergor oxtont that in tho Baltic States, 
tHo ovorwholming wa joraty of tho population in the occupica * 
eas of the USSR hed remained loyal tose Soviot rogino, 
j ining gucrrilla notivitios and eandastine 2 rolontloss 
sfrugglo bohind tho enomy., Stil] more numerous worg, cloments 
who offorod passivo resistanco, Others obeyed the occupation 
agthoritios without onthusiasm and refused to doal ‘with thom 
beyond tho strictcst necossity. mong tho tons of millions 
persons under Lxis administration ‘a certain porcohtage, how- 
3 cport No. 2297, Uso of Soviet Citizons in tho 

R¢ichswehr. ee a ee a Cee aeeee 
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ak : ie 220~ sy : : > é : 
“ever, weht farther ‘than that. These collaborationists belonged 
to various divogintint ‘ ‘heat rad 
1, Some of thom wore ‘Forvent anti-Bolshevists, and 
assisted the occupying authority boectise of political con= 


‘viction. | NORE. apie eae a eae 


’ 


j 2. 4, part of the ives enthusiagticnlly sasdbecctans ra 
vessiind they considered the Sovict vogime the most _ dangerous 2 


’ 
% 


wt * as” 


onemy 6f roligion. . “3 * pu ely 
: Lftenbladot (Stockholm) of 13 Ree 1943) reported: 
thet the Gormaf Commissionor General sat Niikolaev had 3 
received a Ukrainian delegation of ortHiofiox igrehbishops, 
and roprosontativos of the Protestants and: Baptists. The 
Archbishops jntonius and Michael assured the: ‘Gormnh Commissioner 
that they would in ovory way try ‘to support the Germans in 


their struggle against BDolshovism. iA similar assurance was 
given to the Gorman rience at tarsi by MotropoBitan, 
Polycarp on behalf. of the Holy Concilium of the Bishops at 
‘the Ukrainian iutocephalous Orthodox Chureh.2** In Biolorussia, 
ipehbishop ilexander of Polesic and Pinsk, agsisted by - 
numerous clorgymoen, hid a-.sdlomn divine sopvige at Pinsk, 

to cclebrato tho aihnivesiiecny of the cdnquest of this, town ue 
\ by thc Gormans.2 The“ Metropolitan of Rostov comuitted hime 


sclf so strongly with the Germms that ho wae -ore eee to. 7 


TONE; TS March 19:4. WEEE 8 
2 frakivski ists, 28 July 1942, Me 


i) 
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take refuge in Rumania, ae wri many on pptoneaah | rhe 


3. Extreme Uirathion, White Russian, Georgian and - ; 
other nationalists co-operated With tii agg, in the hope ; 
of achieving with Gorman ay their aspirations | of pee 
indepeusenne. yi 

i. spocial correspondent of Stockholm T a eee wroto 
on 21 October 1941, from Kiev: "One of the. fost intorditing® 
facts {s the readiness on theo ohh of the inhabitants to 


ae 


MeN tho Gormans’, ¥ «Tho Ukrainians havo sottled, very quickly, 
their accounts with. the world of yoyterday, and have fully. 
accopted the fall of their city,,.3otk tho Gorman civil and -. 
_nilitary authorities stato that it is wet oasy to corer 
with thet." 5 is 
-This picture is. undsubtedly ‘biased and exaggerated, 
but ‘novertholess, contains an oloment of truth. The 
Rumanian authoritios in occupicd Odessa found a vory activo 
collaborator inthe pirecn of the Doan of Odessa University, 
Pavol Chasovnikov, who "co-oporatod most loyally with tho 
Rumanian troops and authoritios and has beon faithful to 
Rumaniats causo,"@ ‘In White Russia, o cortain Dr. dustrovski 
headed a AictsnnneiKatannd stad neta ob "White Ruthonian 


Contral Council" .9 : 


&e Local officials yare appointed by the OMRON: 
I. Transcontinont ‘tress, 25 iy 1944. 


2.” Transocoan, -O°Warch 19ii¢ 
5. DNB, 10 March 194, 


BY ee oem 


authoritics ta difforent. administrative posts which required 
pormanont collaboration. ‘ 

. Unlike the situation in the Baltic countries, no 

local autonomy had beon.ostablished dn Axis-occupiod parts 

of the pro-1939 Sovict torritery. Nevertheless, the number tis 
of netive administrative collaborators scems to have been | 
¢donsidorable. Ina Sovict pamphict doseribing the evaen ’ 
rogime in the occupied Kuban euiee, the author statod: _ 

"Tho occupants saddled the kolkhoz peasants with a numorous 
crowd of various bailiffs, village cldors, poljoonen and 


other blood-sutkors and extortioners. For insthnco, in tho 
Cossack village of yashkovgkaya tho loca administration con- 
sisted of a mane i first, mid-bailiff, a socond ater” ; 
bailiff, sevoral 'nids' in charge of individual 'dopaytmenta't s 
thon followed a bookkcoper, — ral treaguror, a translator and so 
on. Fesides, there was a wholo gang of policomen’ header by 
a polico chicf and his aide." Obviously this porsennol was 
chicfly of local origin. 

In Rumanian-hold Transnistria," tho appointed heads of 
the districts and local communes were not:only nonbors of 


local Rumanian and Gorman minorities but’ also "eaperially 


rcolinblo Ukrainians and White Riiesians o w2 » 


** 


T. wudin, T. "Slody Pashistkovo Zvieria na Kubani." lMoscow 
19:3, De 22. - - an ont , 
2. Svonska Dugbladct, 9 Novombor 1941. 


a 
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S. Under Axis occupation, the Soviot agrarian structure 
romained gonerally unchanged in’ tho pro-1939 Sovict torritory. ~ 
“Occasionally, ‘however, and ownership was i os anda 
benefit of and as a roward to selected groups. This mado  - 


them economic collaborators of the elite: and Rumanian 
ae tios. . 


“In tho. Kuban region, the Germans distributed an 
olkhoz land propérty among what thoy considered "politically 
. Pelinole pts ie Md inother Soviet pamphlet roported that 
_ the aren Kommandant of Krasnograd rowardod two Ukrainian 

policomon, Korsz and Pertzoviteh, with. one-fourth of a: 
hectare of land eaeh "for epi sorvides and Seteheuinges® 
“in tho fight against Sovict partisans and saboteurs, Tho 
eet of tho local school, Zastavonko, rocoived for the 
some "sorvicos" 1000 Karbovantsi in cash.? Similarly, tho 

‘ decree rostoring privato land ownership in Transnistria, 
signod by Antonescu in Odessa on 15 Juno 19:33, provided that 
land would be given to thoso inhabitants "who havo holpod 
tho administrativo authoritios by thoir daily wori,"S 

_ This hoteregencous mass of pooploe had many reasons == 
real or imaginary -- to fear the return of the Sovict Aratios 
and authorit{os. Thoy folt guilty of having botrayod tho 


Le —— ope cit., Pe 236 


2. ‘Palamarchuk, L. Pashistski Razbiy ne Ukraini, Ukrainian - 
Publishing psesane Mon 


Pe 
5. Nous Zurcher Zoitun ung, 26 Juno 19-436 * 
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state and conmitted thomgelvos to the occupants. _-Thoy : 
oxpocted quick and ruthless rotribution, Rumors -~ in “ 
part truc and tn part strongly oxaggeratod’ by Gorman 
propaganda -< of the sovore and summary justice dealt out 


by tho. Sovi in reconquoiled rogions nourished and 


* intensified this fear, and brought “ht to a ahinax when tho «. 
* Gorman rosnent bocumo moro and’ more widespread. Thus scofcs 
| af thousands of rosidont’s followed tho rotroatihg Gortnan 4 Me recs 
Lrmics in tho hopo of escaping imponding Sovict vongoanco. : ) 
j “originally, thoy wore evacuated to other parts of tho ; 
Soviet territory, thon stil} in Gorman hands, Lator, with : 
the continuod German dofeat, the constantly swolling wave ™“ - 


ee civilian rofugees and ovacuces crossed the Sovict state a 8 


bordor, togethor with tho rotroating Axis troops. 


B. Ho ofugoo\ Movomont from tho ogthorn Caucasus * 


‘\ The first rcefugeo wave camo from the nortncorm Caucasus.’ ” 
\When ie. Gormans arrived in August 1922, some indigon . 

tribes, tho Kebardinos, ~~ Balkaroans and othors, had 

wolcomed thom with bread any peste we Fobruary 1923 tho 

German troops wore forci by rotedah, and those .tribcs'p’ 

foaring rotribution Re tho roturning Soviot iamios, togoth= 8 

or with thoir womon,: ghildron, ond cattlo, fol lotred. tho 


. 


rotroating Gorman pons, in oarlior Transocom dispatch ~: 


Tt. Transocean, io Junc 1943. ; 2 
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y. 

(16 March 1943) roported that the German withdrawal from 
‘the Kuban rogion-had boon accompanied by .a mass. cxodus of 
tho native population, NPD of the samo day spoke of 
Ythousands, nei hundreds: of thousands of mon and women." 
4. Gorman war reportor, Priodrich Reiss, assorted that ‘thoso 
podple wore ovacuated at their own request, since "they 
» proforred gosack ‘pule to tho So¥ict yoke «2 Another Gorman 
, war’ correspondent, Heinz Grubor, gave a morc roalistic ox- 
planation of this spontancous move whon he stated dat theso . 
people “know tho terrible fato. awaiting then with thé return 
of Sovany troops and thowatehe abandoned thoir homes to 
Bave their livos.i2 ecording to ono Borlin version, Vixed 
Gorman Military Somm and was takon complotcly back. vy this 
“ontiroly spontencous mass flight" of civilians and advisod 
_ thon to romein whore thoy wore»? . 

Tho imm: diate dostination of this first wavo of 
ovacuces was tho contral part of tho Crimoan poninsula, thon 
still hold by tho Germans. Tho ‘fugitives procooded to four i 
points on tho Black Sea const, where they’ crossed the Strait 
of Kérch on forrics. They wore alldwod to take along all. 
thor movable belongings, including cattlo; some of tho ; 
farmers earricd with thom five to. six cows in addition to 
household utonsiis, grain end other foodstuffs. Transporta- | 


I. Transocoan, 11 Gitcher 19436” 
2. Transocoan,, 16 March 19.23, 


3. Stcekhols-Tidnangen 6 Nereh sae 
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tion at first presented a difficult problem, - but was solved 
by tho organization of large treks, organized according to 
a plan,t i ; gm 

Somg of the evacuated mon jotnod the Waffon-ss 


formations; others, together with women ond children, followed 
the German troops in their Parthiee retreat. ? r 


. 





I. Transocean, 1l October 1944, 
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C. Russian Refugees from Eastern Ukraine 


A second evacuation movement was .reported late in the 
fall of 1943 when the Wehrmacht was forced to abandon the 
eastern Ukraine. Stockholm Tidningen of 20 October spoke f 
of “a gigantic migrdtion of people" which involved “millions 
of Russian peasants with wives, children, and horses." The 
correspondent descrived this mass of évaguese as composed 
mainly of peasants who had been: given and by the Germians ; 
while many others followed the retreating German troops for 
fear of being-drafted into the Red Army. "The panic fear . 
of Bolshevism" ts also the explanation of the mass flight, 
‘given by a Hungarian war reporter who published in Pester 
Lloyd a detailed account of "fleeing cities in the Ukraine." 
Quoting the example of the town of Chernigov, where the 
returning Soviet troops allegedly "drove the population on 
the main square en masse and == with the exception of some 
GPU agents == shot them down," the correspondent asserted 
that this case "became well known ‘everywhere in the Ukraine ° 
very soon" and that therefore "the population of the Ukraine 
fled in thousands to escape Soviet mess ‘murder, "2 


" In the Ukraine it is particularly difficult to draw. 


” 


the lino betwéen voluntary flight and compulsory,cvacuation 
by the’Germans. It 1s certain that many fled spontancously,” 


and for good reasons. This mass self-evacuation was uhdoubtedly 


IT. DNB, 22 November 1943. , . 
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\ ‘ 
desired, foreseen, and encouraged by the German High Pommand. 
’ *. ’ oni? 


Early in November 1943 the German war reporter, Haro. Treustedt, 
related with satisfaction that Soviet troops advancing on the . 
castern front were “pushing into a vacuum because villages 

and towns are emptied of the civil population," _He also. 
revealed that Nnilitary plans for the evacuation of whole 
stretches of the countryside had already been made at a 

time whon the civil population had not the slightest inkling: 
of the possibility that the German front might be withdrawn." 
When tho timo for the retreat came, the inhabitants “wero 

given ton days to prepare for their evacuation. "+ 

The above description probably refors in the main to 
a compulsory ibstineenad aiaaial ten and also to poople 
fleeing from the battle zone, for in the gigantic stream of 
pevcdiiie who wore westward-bound, self-cvacuatet refugees : 
are found side by side with forcibly abducted inhabitants 
and front-1 e refugees. , 

In order to avoid bottlenecks: on. the roads needed for! 
troop movements, the Germans efficicntly organized this Tee 
mass civilian svacuation. While part of the évacuees were 
sent “in railway cars fitted with stoves," the overwhelming 
majority traveled in light horse-drawn peasant vehicles 
(Panjowagon), indless treks of such vehicles wound along 


the roads, covering, as a rulc, 25 km, a day. Every vehicle. 


le. Transgocoan, 9 Novemttr 1943, 
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was providod with a German marching order which allowcd the 


evacuees to call on units of German Armed Forces for help 


s 


. 


and accommodations? 
Tho dostination of tho fugitives from the eastern 
Ukraine was pre-arranged in accordance with e definite: 
German plan, Thoy wore directed to the _westorn part, of the 
_ Sovict Ukera ino which the Germn High Conmtnd hoped to hold, 
and there’ thoy wore given lain for cultivation. The Gorman 
authori ties had heped to solve in this way the vital supply ‘ 
problem for tho German Armies in the East. They asserted 
" that hitherto there had been more arable land than availablo ste 
labor in the westorn Ukraine and believed thet, ‘with tho > . 
additional farm workers from the eastern Ukrainc, thoy would 
bo able to successfully . intensify, the cultivation of soil 
in the Ukrainian arcas stil1 under German occlypa tiions? 
Those German — did not materialize, The German - 
Armios wore forced to ‘withdraw from thé wostorn Ukraine as 
well, Tho mass , Soviet civilian Seilinites wisi followed 


them so‘far had no other choicé butt Setomt fave thoir flight. 
‘Thoy wore alroady hopelessly uprootgaynd’ had irrcmodiably 
bound their own dostiny with the Magnan fate. No German 
compulsion or even persuasion wag needed to induce this 


torrificd mass: to >) thoir temporary rosidences and to 


1. Transocean, 9 November 1943, . 
2.. Stockholm-Tidningen, 2 October 1943, 
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cross tho Sovist border into noighboring Axis satollite 
torritories, as well as into cast Prussia. ' - 

As carly as. tho end of Novombor 1943 the Bucharest 
Curentul warned. the Romanians against "the flead of Bley. 
refugocs streaming from the east towards Rumania .+ ~In 


¢ 
May 1944, several Hungarian newspapers 


published descrip= - 
tions cf long "caravans" of Ukrainian refugees making their 
way through cease yLenites Magyarorszag of 14 June spoke of 
200,000 "Russian refugoos® who centered Hungary vie the 
Carpathian passose Additional tens of thousands orosted 
tho: frontiors of Slovakia, the Goncral Governmont, and 
cast Pruss 18 ¢ 

The Bratislava Slovak of 6 August reported that 
- Ukrainian and Polish refugees wore coming to Slovakic i ° 
* two main streams, via Cadca and via Stara Lubovna, where 
sanitary stations for disinfection had been sct up. 
According to Folksviljan of 4 August 1944, bocause of the 
impossibility of defending Poland, the Germans had been 
forced to evacuatc tia 000 Russians and Poles rocently - 
transferred to the Polish areas from various parts of the . 
abandoned Sovict torr{tory. The cvacuees woro provided with 
the barest minimum of food, and having hae to travel: ob 
foot to Trenaylvanta, thousands dicd of fatigue on the 


le NPD, 24 Novembor 1943. 
eo Yomzet Ujsa 17 May, Pesti Hirlap and Pester Li Lieve 2 


30 and o1 May 444": ’ ie 


CONFIDENTIAL 


-31- CONFIDENTIAL 


journey. _ SvonalPagbledet of 15 Aughst 1964 reported that 
Hungarian and Slovak authorities had taken energetic measures 
to house the refugees an@ to give‘them work. The first 

group Wag teres which reached Slovakia hag included many” 
pricsts, professors, and enginoors, as woll as poasants.! 

In Hungary, Russian and Ukrainian refugecs were eian employed 
on the spot. Municipal authorities were to receive four - . 
refugees for every 1,000 resiients and were to find suitable . 
cmployment for theme” Sinéo a large. numbcr among the 2... 
wore farmers, they had boen assigned temporarily to farming. 
with the end of the scason, their situation became increasingly 


precariouse ae 
D. -Rofugde Movoriont from Northwostorh Soviot Russie. 
. ° 
A pormancntly increasing flood of fugitives from the 


_northwestcrn part of the USSR roconquered by the Russians, 


?. 


had boen streaming intc tho Baltic countries sinte the 
middle of 1943, Svenska Dagbladet of 29 Soptomber reported 
thet "Russian and Ingermanland evacuces ese. were willingly 
following the retroating Gorman armicse" Baltiska Nyeter 

(a Stockholm bulletin published by the Baltic Nows Agoncy) 
of 21 Junc 1944, asserted, on tho contrary, thet the Germans 
"have forced thom into the Baltic countrios." There is some 
truth in both versions. Thc number of forcibly ovacuatcd 
porsons was considorablc. Furthermore, tae of thousands 


a 
1. Transcontinent:Pross, 1 August 1944. 
2, Wagyarorszag, 10 August 1944, 
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loft their homes in Sovict reconqueroed areas withoyt boing 
forced to’do so by tho Germans, bocause of panicky foar of 
the advancing Red Army. In September, the same newspaper 
reported that the Setontan ton of Narva and its suburbs ; 
had been transformed into, a gigantic rofugce camp for — 
Russians and Ingermanlgnders, who continuously arrived in 
groups on the Estonian countrysidc.+. In Junc 1944, a Born, 


cable” 


speke of #169,000 Russiens now located in Estonia." 
Howover, Uusi Suomi of 1 Juno 1944 reported only 40,000 
USSR rofuge¢s in Estonia. tates, in turn, became a big 
rocipiorit for Sovict rofugocs , chicfly Russians, By Junc 1944, ® 
their number hed reoportcdly reached 163,000.” Tho above= 
quoted Born cablo speaks of 280,000 Russians in latvia. 
A Russian school for ovacuated chiléron and a hospital for 
Russian refugees wore opened in Rigae* Tho number of Russian 
refugecs in Lithuania was given as 360,000," 

Tho Germans largely cxploited this influx of refugees 
for thcir own purposes. They utilized~ them as farm hands 
to romedy tho shortage of labor in the Baltic countries® 
and also in factorics, whore, by November 1943, the work 
was being done "“chicfly by women, and ENG, white Russian 


ne Svenska eae 29 Soptcmbor 1943, 


2. Junc 1944, 
Se Boletos syotir, 21 Jund 1944. 3 
4. vcnor Kavonor zZoitung stt 23 lierch and Deutsche Z Zcitung im Ostiand, 


15 March ms 
5. MIS=-363 32080, Born plain, 27 Juno 1944, 
6. Trensoccan, 18 October 1943. , 


fe 


CONFIDENTIAL 





a F tee ' dy Fim 
; . 


-33- . .* GoNPEDayerTAL 
and Ukrainian evacuces from the arcas coast of the Baltic 
nl E 


~ 


countrics, 
In Estonia, the Gorman occupation authoritics settled 
refugees on deserted farms which had belonged to Estonian 
Swodcs Me ; 
“Evon before Sovict armies entered the Baltic countries, 
tho refugee problom thoré had been sufficiently acute. ‘ 
According to the Tallinn correspondent of Uusi Suomi, > 


the transfer of some 40,000 "Russian fugitives" from Estonia. — 


‘to "othor parts of castern,Burope" had begun in July of this” 


year. There aro no.data indicating to what extont the Sovict 


refugecs still in Estonia and ‘Latvia participated in the mass. 


evacuation of the local population from these countrics to, 


‘ 
e. 


Gormanye ; 


Ee. Proscnt Whoreabouts of Refugeos” 1% ’ 


w 


As can be secn from the precoding sections, refugecs 
from tho 1939 Soviet territory fled and were evacuated 
to cae. Beltic and Balkan countrics as woll as: to 
Germany proper. In.addition, to being installod in. Hungary 
and Slovakia, refugocs from sthe Ukraine were settled ‘in the 


. 
1. Svcnska Da bladet, 19 November 1943. . 
2. Wusi Suomi, I Juno 1944. 


3. Quoted by the British Rovicw of tho i. Press, 
Series A, 29 August 1944. —Ss-- 
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‘ General Government.? Others apparently wore, attandéd in’ 
Yugoslavia.” ‘ ae pais e's { 
A number of thom reasoned Cabaalliny? and juni even further i 


west. White Russians had been settled in tho Reich praper)? 
while Cossack families together with members of orth 


Caucasian mountain tribes » wore reportedly instélled in mone S 
G iggy 
northorn }taly. "Thousands of Cossacks have settles fin * . 
. * : BF 
northory/ Italy7.for the time being’ ss. in this vicinity, a 


mombers of tho North Caucasian mountain tribes» have been 

sottled; Karachays, ,Balkars, Kabarins; and Osct ins," u4 
Volkischer Beobachter of 18 March 1945. reported that 

“over 20,000 Cossacks, together with their faniliss, ‘whe len, as 





fled from Russia with the German armios, have Hex ‘sottled "y ‘ 

temporarily, ponding thoir return to tho hone Mind ina. 

district.in northorn Italy." Furthermore, pauaige Cossacks’ 7 

who had boon fighting with the Germans’ and: who were accompanied eH 
by their familics, their horses, and camels," havo ‘boon fouhd 

in Carinthia, Austria.” ; : 


4 


oh 
. 


le DNB, 29 Decomber 1944. AE node - ryt Oe 
2. Radio Bel ade, 7 March 1945. acne ta 
3e Radio Belgrade, 7 March 1945. me Rah Be odin Re 
4. DNB, 2 Combor 1944. : iS: 
5. Dorothy Thompson in the Weshington gvoning'Stor, oe 
28 May 1945. ‘The reforence to cancls probaby y indicates the be 
presence of Kalmyks among the evacucdss. ~ «39+. 
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P, Bstimatod Total Number of Refugbes =~ nae 

On the basis of available material it is “extremely . 
difficult, if no. itipossiblo, | to. even approximate. the nunbors 
involved in this refugcc movonont. Reported figures on 
Russian and Ukrainian refugeos refor on. the onc hand to 
porsons who left their homes, and on the other to those who 
roached various rocoption countivios. Reported figures on 
totel departures, cmanating from, German or Gorman-influonecd 
sources, have beon tromondous ly-exaggorated for propagands 
purposos, The millions of refugeos. mentioned in this 
connection. cannot be used as a apis for an estimate. Fig 
on arrivals in specific countrics are somewhat less extrome, 
but still obviously inflated. It is interesting to note ae 
the Hungarfan newgpaper Vagyarcrasag of 14 June 1944 gave a 
figure of 200,000 refugees from tho Sovict Union in Hungary. 


The samo sourec, two months lator, in an item on tho omploye 





mont and communal allocation of rofugeos from the Sovict t 
Union listed a ratio wf four refugcos per 1,000 inhabitants. 

Although this schomo pronebiy nevor wont boyond the planning . 
stago, it is novertholess “indicative of the waae ete of Cuabad 

rofugee influx as vicwed by tho Hungarian cuthoritios. . 

Roughly spoaking, tho planned allocation implics the proscnco 

of some 50,000 refugecs from tho. Soviet Union in Hungary. 


Howe voRgaganong tho numerous refugecos: reported to be in 


Budapest, Russians and Ukrainiens were nevdr mentioned. It 
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_4ds thus likely that they wore excluded fror the capital, | Vy | 

or rofrainca from going thero since their best chance of ‘ y 

. employment was in agriculture. In this casc, tho total ; 4 

influx of Russians into Hungary, cstimatcd on the basis of 

tho quoted allocation schche, would not exeoed 40,000, lat ag tes 

instéad of the carlior quoted 200,000,  — = 
It is roasonable to assume that othor quoted total r 

figures, such as 300,000 Kofugoos in Rumania, or 300,000 in 

Poland wore simflerly inflated. It is whrtxciy thet moro 

wienbitan information on this subject will be forthcoming in 3 

tho near ‘futuro. At this writing displaced persons from thes. 

pre=-1939 Sovict torritory ere being rapidly ropatriated 

regardless of the motive*for their displecement. Repatriation 

covers rofugecs as well a& deportecs and prisoners, Using 

Hungary as a yardstick for tho volume of the refugco influx 

-“into various countries, it can be spoculatively stated that 

the total number of voluntary refugees from the pre-1939 

Sovict territory, rogardless of destination, did not exceed 

200, 000-3500, 000. 
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